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Abstract

This research study explores “The Constitution of Medina and Human Rights” with
a focus on its universal principles of religious freedom and interfaith harmony.
The Charter of Medina, formulated by the Prophet Muhammad 4z, is recognized as
the first written constitutional document in human history that ensured coexistence
among diverse religious and ethnic communities under one state. It provided legal
protection to minorities and institutionalized equality, justice, and mutual
cooperation centuries before the modern Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Through analytical examination of key articles of the Charter—particularly Articles
20, 25, and 30-41—this paper highlights the Prophet’s iz establishment of civic
equality, religious autonomy, and shared responsibility among Muslims, Jews, and
other communities in Medina. It demonstrates how the Constitution of Medina
prohibited discrimination, protected freedom of belief, and built a foundation for
social peace and collective defense.

By comparing the Charter’s provisions with modern human rights principles, the
study concludes that the Medinan model of governance remains a timeless
paradigm for constitutional pluralism, interfaith coexistence, and universal
human dignity, offering enduring relevance to contemporary discussions on
religious freedom and global human rights.

Keywords: Constitution of Medina, Human Rights, Religious Freedom, Interfaith
Harmony, Islamic Governance, Minority Rights
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A woman must not be hosted or taken under the protection of anyone
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No one can be granted the permission to host a woman as a guest unless
the people of her province or guardians agree(42).
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