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Abstract

Islam is a universal religion that covers all areas of human life, including faith,
worship, ethics, economy, politics, and society. Its identity is linked to certain
special symbols and practices, which the Qur’an calls Sha‘a’ir Allah (symbols of
God). These symbols form the core principles of the religion.

In Islamic law, disrespect of these symbols is not only a moral wrongdoing but is
also treated as clear disbelief. Because of this, different Islamic schools of thought
have issued rulings that include punishments such as the death penalty or other
penalties, depending on the severity of the act.

If a non-Muslim under protection (dhimmi) commits such disrespect, it is
considered a breach of their agreement, ending their protected status and allowing
legal action under Islamic law. Islam teaches both Muslims and non-Muslims to
respect these symbols.

Pakistan’s laws also reflect this principle. Disrespect toward Islamic symbols is a
criminal act, and insulting the religious feelings or sacred figures of non-Muslim

minorities is also punishable. Sections 295-A and 298 of the Pakistan Penal Code
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protect the sanctity of all religions.
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“PPC Section 295-B: Defiling, etc., of Holy Qur'an:
Whoever willfully defiles, damages or desecrates a copy of the Holy Qur'an or of an

extract therefrom or uses it in any derogatory manner or for any unlawful purpose
shall be punishable with imprisonment for life.”""
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“295-C. Use of derogatory remarks, etc., in respect of the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him):

Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representation, or by any
imputation, innuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), shall be punished with death

or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine.”"
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“298-A. Use of derogatory remarks, etc., in respect of holy personages.

Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representation or by any
imputation, innuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name
of any wife (Ummul Mu’mineen), or members of the family (Ahl-e-Bait), of the
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), or any of the righteous Caliphs (Khulafa-e-
Rashideen) or companions (Sahaba) of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), shall
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend

to three years, or with fine, or with both.”™
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“Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious
feelings of any class of the citizens of Pakistan, by words, either spoken or written,
or by visible representations, insults the religion or the religious beliefs of that
class, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which

may extend to ten years, or with fine, or with both.”™"
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vi_ Government of Pakistan. Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860), Section 295-B. Islamabad:
National Assembly of Pakistan, 1986
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*ii pakistan. Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) ,Section 295-C, as amended by Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act 111 of 1986, Islamabad: Government of Pakistan
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* Pakistan, The Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860),298-A, inserted by Criminal Law
(Amendment) Ordinance, 1980 (Ordinance No. XLIV of 1980), Government of Pakistan
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“iiGovernment of Pakistan, Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860), Section 295A, updated edition
(Islamabad: National Assembly of Pakistan, 2023)
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