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Abstract:

Islam is a comprehensive and holistic system of life that provides guidance for all
dimensions of human existence. In order to ensure human welfare and moral
refinement, Allah Almighty sent a continuous chain of prophets, culminating in the
finality of Prophethood with Prophet Muhammad .20ne of the most effective methods
adopted by the Qur’an and Sunnah for conveying divine guidance is the use of
narratives and historical accounts (qisas), through which moral, spiritual, and
civilizational lessons are conveyed in a manner that directly appeals to human intellect
and emotion.This research examines the narrative of Hadrat Khidr (peace be upon
him) as reported in al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir by Imam al-Tabarani, with a particular focus
on its historical, civilizational, and da‘wah-oriented dimensions. The study highlights
that prophetic and post-prophetic narratives preserved in hadith literature are not
merely historical records but are purposeful instruments of ethical instruction, spiritual
discipline, and social reform. The narrative of Khidr (‘alayhi al-salam), especially his
voluntary acceptance of enslavement for the sake of charity, reflects profound
concepts such as reliance upon Allah (tawakkul), voluntary poverty (faqr), patience
(sabr), gratitude (shukr), and absolute submission to the divine will.The paper further
explores scholarly discussions regarding the identity, status, and longevity of Hadrat
Khidr (‘alayhi al-salam), demonstrating that despite classical <43lial among scholars,
the central moral and da‘wah message of the narrative remains unaffected. From a
civilizational perspective, the story challenges materialistic notions of freedom,
dignity, and success by presenting servitude to Allah as the highest form of human
honor and liberation. From a da‘wah standpoint, the narrative exemplifies practical
preaching through character, humility, and silent moral influence rather than verbal
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exhortation alone. The study concludes that the narratives found in hadith literature"
particularly the account of Hadrat Khidr (“alayhi al-salam) "offer timeless guidance for
contemporary society. When examined through a historical, ethical, and da‘wah-
centered framework, these narratives provide profound solutions to modern spiritual
and moral crises, reaffirming the relevance of prophetic storytelling as a
transformative tool for individual and collective reform.

Keywords: Hadhrat Khidr (‘alayhi Al-Salam), Prophetic Narratives, Hadith
Literature, AI-Mu‘jam Al-Kabir, Civilizational Studies, Da‘wah Methodology, Moral
and Ethical Lessons, Islamic Spirituality, Tawakkul and Faqr, Qur’an and Sunnah.
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